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Mark your calendars today 
for Jewish Family Services of
Northeastern New York’s annual
Capital Repertory Theatre Party!
Held each winter season, the
Capital Rep Theatre Party is a
wonderful night of world-class
theatre and great company, all
while raising funds for JFS, one of
the oldest social-service agencies
in the nation! This year, JFS
invites you to join us on Sunday,
January 23rd at Capital Rep
Theatre, located at 111 N. Pearl
Street in Albany, for the hit
Broadway play “A Walk in the

Woods,” written
by Lee Blessing. 

“We’re
always delighted
to have JFS
here,” said Nancy
Laribee, Capital
Rep’s Director of
Marketing. “They
are the oldest
consecutive non-
profit fundraiser
we have. The

people who support the organiza-
tion are very positive about the
event. Everyone just has a wonder-
ful time.” 

“A Walk in the Woods,” 
nominated for both the Tony and
Pulitzer Awards when it premiered
on Broadway in 1987, takes place
in the outskirts of Geneva as post-
WWII superpowers Russia and the
United States negotiate nuclear
disarmament. The play examines
the story of two negotiators,
played by experienced film and

television actors Charles Stransky
and Jay Edwards, as they take to
the woods for informal chats and
revealing conversations as the
interminable disarmament talks
continue. As the seasons change
and negotiations continue, the
two develop a respect and friend-
ship that crosses political lines.
The power of politics and policy
over people is examined with
keen intelligence, insight, and
humanity.

“The play deals with people
and political situations,” contin-
ued Laribee. “It explores how peo-
ple cope with political change, as
well as how these two people who
were not destined to become
friends somehow manage to con-
nect. ‘A Walk in the Woods’ has a
lot of relevance to the Jewish
community today, as the impact
of nuclear disarmament on Israel
is a major issue.”

Capital Rep subscribers won’t
lose out! They may purchase tick-
ets for the event from JFS and
exchange them for John O’Keefe’s
“Times Like These,” running con-
currently with “A Walk in the
Woods.” Set in 1939, the harrow-
ing play is based on the true story
of the married German actors
Meta Wolff and Joachim
Gottschalk. Faced with the loom-
ing threat of the Nazi regime, the
mixed-marriage couple (she is
Jewish, he is Aryan) works to pre-
serve their marriage and their
freedom as Hitler rises to power.

The Capital Rep Theater Party
begins with a “pay-as-you-go”

dinner party at 5:30 p.m. at the
wonderful Victory Café, located
across the street from Capital Rep
on Sheridan Ave. Reservations for
the dinner are required, and seat-
ing is limited. “A Walk in the
Woods” begins at 7 p.m., and will
be followed by an after-show
reception. General tickets are $36,
and can be reserved by calling JFS
at (518) 482-8856. For your 
convenience, JFS is now able to
accept payments by Visa,
MasterCard and American Express
over the phone. 

For Capital Rep subscribers
interested in exchanging their
tickets for “Times Like These,”
please call Capital Rep at 
445-SHOW (7469) prior to the
23rd to make arrangements. 

See you on Sunday, January
23rd for our wonderful annual
Capital Rep Theatre Party!

Shake Off the Winter Blues 
with Our Annual Capital Rep Theatre Party!
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is published by Jewish Family Services 
of Northeastern New York. 

We welcome your comments and suggestions. 
Please contact us at: 

877 Madison Avenue, Albany, NY 12208. 518/482-8856.
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It’s hard to believe that our 150th anniversary year
celebration has ended. The past year was filled with
great religious, cultural and educational events, and it
was an honor to help lead Jewish Family Services
through such an important time. 

As we prepare to move forward after our 150th

anniversary year, we must ask ourselves: where do 
we go from here? 

JFS is delighted to have received such generous
funding from the United Jewish Federation. Their 

support has shown their recognition of JFS’ importance in the Capital
Region, both as an agency and as a member of the Jewish community. With
their help, we have been able to add new programs that will help us con-
tinue our outreach and counseling services.

We also look forward to developing and deepening our partnership with
the University at Albany’s School of Social Welfare. Over the past few years,
JFS and the School of Social Welfare have established internship programs, an
educational conference, and research projects dealing with aging issues in our
community. As the number of older adults in our community increases, this
partnership becomes even more critical and relevant, and we look forward to
exploring even more areas of collaboration in the coming years.

One of the most striking things about our 150th anniversary year was
seeing the outpouring of support from the entire community for JFS. While
we have received significant funding from the United Way and the UJF, we
still depend on the support of our community. Your donations are still need-
ed to help us in the completion of our capital campaign, as well as our con-
stant goal of providing programs and services to those who need it most. As
we move into the future, please open your hearts and your wallets, and con-
tinue to show your support for JFS and the important work we do.
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Ian Arcus

JFS would like to extend our thanks to those who 
have shown their support for our programs and 
services in 2004. The following individuals have 
made donations in honor of, or in memory of, 

friends and family since July 2004.

A complete list of our Friends Donations will 
be published in the next newsletter.
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With our 150th anniversary year drawing to a close, we knew it would only be fitting to end the event-
filled year with a fabulous celebration… and what a celebration it was!

On Saturday, November 6th, more than 100 friends and community members arrived at the Albany
Institute of History and Art for an elegant evening filled with inspiring speeches, great entertainment and
music, and delicious food.

During the evening’s cocktail hour, guests were invited to tour the Institute’s extensive galleries, bid on the
one-of-a-kind works in our silent art auction, and sample sumptuous delicacies served by Catering by Uri.
Attendees were also treated to the beautiful sounds of the Jill Panitch Trio, and multimedia presentations on
JFS’ history, as well as the “City Neighbors Project” exhibit from the Institute, placed on display especially
for the evening.

For the gala’s formal program, Katherine Briar-Lawson, Ph. D., Dean of the
University at Albany’s School of Social Welfare, gave the keynote speech on
the important work done by JFS in the community, and the highly successful
collaborations in the field of aging studies between U. Albany and JFS.
Board President Ian Arcus took to the podium to commend the 150th
Anniversary Committee on a job well done, and incoming Board President
Henry Skoburn discussed the bright future that awaits us! 

Guests then retired to the Institute’s annex for a delicious dessert, accompa-
nied by the upbeat music of Greg Anderson and Nate Buccieri. After the 
flurry as final bids were placed, the auction, featuring works by well-known
artists including legendary “Psychedelic ‘60s” artist Peter Max, longtime Times
Union political cartoonist Hy Rosen, internationally renowned sculptor Gad
Almaliah, world-class local artists Chana Cotter and Anita Rabinoff-Goldman,
raised nearly $3,000 for JFS’ wide range of programs and services!

Our special thanks go out to our wonderful staff at JFS and our Gala Committee,
chaired by Henry Skoburn: Marilyn Cohen, Joy Davidoff, Sherry Gold, Margaret
Harvey, Christine Holle, Al Norek, Judith Rettig, Adrienne Rockwood, Andrew
Safranko, Hilary Schrauf and Anschel Weiss. 

What a Night it Was!

Ian Arcus 
addresses the
guests during 
the formal 
program.

Hilary Schrauf and Sherry Gold welcome
our guests.

Dean
Briar-Lawson
addresses 
the guests.

Anschel Weiss
with Amnon and
Susan Baron.
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Thanks also to the staff at the Institute of History and Art
and Catering by Uri; the Jill Panitch Trio, Greg
Anderson and Nate Buccieri; and the artists whose
donations made our auction such a success: Anita
Rabinoff-Goldman, Anna and Ivar Kronick, Artforms
and Sharon Muchnik, Barry Batkinoff, Hy Rosen, Gad
Almaliah, Lenox Judaica and Emily Rosenfeld, Peter
Max, Richard McBee, Shoshannah Brombacher, and
Chana Cotter. 

Most importantly, JFS would like to thank all of you,
our friends and supporters, for helping us make
the Gala and the entire 150th anniversary
year such a huge success!  

Guests view 
the “City
Neighbors
Project”.
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JFS to Offer New Outreach Programs 
Thanks to Funding From UJF!

Thanks to generous support from the
United Jewish Federation, Jewish
Family Services will offer several
innovative new programs in 2005.
Among our new offerings: 

❍ “You and Your Aging Parents:
An Education and Support
Group.” As part of JFS’ continu-
ing focus on meeting the needs
of older adults and their families,
this support group will take a
look at the issues faced by adult
children in their relationships
with aging parents. Professional
staff and guest speakers will
assist adult children in identify-
ing and understanding these
issues, and in developing ways to
handle the challenges they may
encounter. The group will look at
areas including physical and cog-
nitive changes, social isolation
and mobility, community
resources, family dynamics, and
personal living plans. 

“You and Your Aging Parents”
will meet for six sessions, and
there will be a $25.00 registra-
tion fee.

❍ Training for Reyut Volunteers.
A Hebrew word meaning friend-
ship, Reyut volunteers reach out
to those members of our com-
munity experiencing hardship or

who are in need of support. 
This additional training will 
give those involved in Reyut in
Schenectady congregations the
resources to deal with various 
situations they may encounter,
such as home safety, being aware
of possible substance abuse,
whether or not spiritual needs
are being met, screening for
depression and isolation, and
level of hygiene and personal
health practices. Training for
Reyut Volunteers will meet for
four sessions, with confidential
follow-up available for volun-
teers on an as-needed basis. 

Training for Reyut Volunteers and
“You and Your Aging Parents”
have been co-sponsored by
Schenectady community syna-
gogues and the Schenectady
Jewish Community Center. 

❍ “Beginning A Jewish Family
Experience.” Open to all those
interested in exploring the
dynamics of the Jewish family,
this educational program will
give participants an overview of
the modern Jewish experience.
Led by professional staff and
guest speakers, the group will
take a look at issues including
inclusiveness of Jewish tradition,
innovative approaches to Jewish

Are you interested in donating to JFS, but want to make sure your donation goes to a specific program area? 
Now you can do just that! 

When you donate to JFS, you will now be given the opportunity to earmark your donation for one of the follow-
ing programs. Your donation will be put directly into programming for the year in which you give. You will also be
able to dedicate your donation in honor of, or in memory of, your loved ones. You can donate directly to:

Counseling: Providing support and guidance from our skilled, compassionate certified social workers.
Senior Adult Services: Emotional, physical, and spiritual support for older adults and their families.
Supervised Visitation Program: Counseling and support for families and non-custodial parents undergoing transitional 

periods; in cooperation with Albany and Rensselaer County Family Courts.
The Inclusion Project: Developing programs and services that enable lesbian and gay Jews to feel welcome in the 

Capital District.

If you are interested in finding out more about our established programs, please call JFS at (518) 482-8856 or
send an e-mail to info@jfsneny.org. 

Put Your Donation To Work!

celebrations, creating new tradi-
tions for the diverse family, con-
tinuity for the intergenerational
family, and exploring our
region’s Jewish community
through synagogues and
resources. 

Perfect for the young Jewish
family, or for a family looking to
become more involved with
local Jewish life, “Beginning a
Jewish Family Experience” will
meet for six sessions. This pro-
gram is being offered in coopera-
tion with Kesher and the
Schenectady and Albany Jewish
Community Centers, and will
take place at the community
centers. 

If you are interested in learning
more about these or any of our
other great programs and services,
please give JFS a call at 
(518) 482-8856, or send an e-mail 
to info@jfsneny.org.
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Save The Date!
Our annual meeting and reception will be held on
Wednesday evening, June 8th at Congregation
Agudat Achim in Schenectady. Plan to join us
and show your support for JFS as we honor several
of our community’s most dedicated and inspiring 
individuals! Call JFS at (518) 482-8856 or go online 
to www.jfsneny.org for more details in the coming months.

Do you consider yourself a people person? Got a few spare hours a week to
help a worthy cause? JFS is looking for volunteers who are available weekday
mornings to help our friendly staff greet and assist clients, answer phones, and

handle some light office work. 

If you are interested in finding out more about volunteering for JFS, please
give us a call at (518) 482-8856 or send an e-mail to info@jfsneny.org.

Don’t hesitate—become a JFS volunteer today!


