
programs for the BBC and Thames
TV, as well as an Emmy-winning
special on Harry Belafonte for PBS.

Albany Pro Musica, the Capital
Region’s finest volunteer chorus, 
joins Counterpoint for this very special
night at the Egg. For over twenty years,
Albany Pro Musica, directed by David
Griggs-Janower, has treated upstate
New York to “some of the finest art
around,” according to the Times
Union. Noted for their explosive artistic
growth and compelling renditions of
established masterpieces and new
commissions, their appearance with
Counterpoint guarantees a night of
unparalleled artistic excellence!

This program is also supported by
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany
and The College of Saint Rose.

Tickets are $36 for preferred seating, $25
for general admission, and $20 for students
and seniors. To reserve tickets, please call
the Egg Box Office at (518) 473-1845 or
order online at www.ticketmaster.com.
For more information, please call Jewish
Family Services at (518) 482-8856, 
or e-mailinfo@jfsneny.org. 

explore our history. It’s going to be a
wonderful night.”

The eleven-member Counterpoint
debuted in a series on concerts in
August 2000 and has been committed
ever since to giving the public the

opportunity to hear rarely performed
works and new pieces by contemporary
composers.  In “Music to Remember,”

they bring to life songs of redemption
and longing, and all of the varied
richness of Eastern European village
life. From the pogroms to liberation,
the transcendent harmonies of
Counterpoint promise to enlighten and
uplift the hearts of all in attendance. 

Counterpoint is conducted by
internationally-acclaimed composer
Robert De Cormier, best known
for his work as music director
for veteran folk group Peter,
Paul and Mary, and his
role as conductor and
arranger for Harry
Belafonte. De Cormier
has conducted and
arranged works for an
impressive lineup of 
performers, including the
New York Choral Society, the
Alvin Ailey Ballet Theatre, numerous
Broadway productions, and 

With a repertoire ranging from
Brazilian choral music to classic
Americana, the Vermont-based a
capella ensemble Counterpoint has
established a strong following for their
elegant, inimitable performances. 

On Sunday, October 3rd at 4 p.m.,
Jewish Family Services is honored to
present Counterpoint in the Egg’s
Swyer Theater as they perform “Music
to Remember: Songs of Jewish Life
from the Shtetl to the Resistance.”
Counterpoint will be joined by special
guests Albany Pro Musica, who will
perform a medley of songs from “The
Fiddler on the Roof.” The performance
is underwritten by Evy & Larry
Farbstein in memory of Evy’s parents
Itza & Abe Stern.

For the performance, held as part 
of JFS’ yearlong 150th anniversary 
celebration, Counterpoint will treat
the audience to a musical journey
from 20th century Eastern European
folk music through the songs of the
Jewish resistance during World War II.

“We’re so pleased to host this 
performance by Counterpoint and
Albany Pro Musica,” said Anschel
Weiss, Executive Director of Jewish
Family Services. “Through their music,
we are invited to rediscover and
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JFS presents… Counterpoint with special guests Albany Pro Musica

“We’re so pleased to host this performance 
by Counterpoint and Albany Pro Musica…

Through their music, we are invited to 
rediscover and explore our history. It’s going to be 

a wonderful night.”
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president’s message

The Power of Ten—it is what makes us unique as a
people. We can not hold services without ten of us. We
cannot say kaddish for our loved ones without a minyan
of ten. We cannot say we are a community without ten
of us coming together and making that statement.

This fall, JFS embraced the Power of Ten and embarked
on a new fund raising campaign theme that we hope
speaks to each of us as Jews and community members. 

The Friends letter you may have already received—if
not, you will shortly—lays the foundation for this new fund raising initiative.
We are asking you to give to JFS to the power of ten. In your Friends letter, I’ve
outlined 15 reasons why you should support JFS. We are asking you to enhance
your giving to the agency by the power of ten by giving at least $150—the 15
reasons times 10. A contribution of $150 also reflects the anniversary year we
about to finish up. 2004 marks the 150th anniversary of the agency. 

The power of ten theme will also be reflected in our marketing for workplace
giving campaigns. If you are a state employee, you can participate through the
SEFA campaign. Our SEFA number is 50-146. If you work in the private sector
and your employer participates, you can give through the United Way campaign.
You must write in "Jewish Family Services" in the designated donation section of
the giving form. If you give through these campaigns, please make sure you
check off the box indicating that you want us to know about your gift otherwise
we will not be notified. (see page 4 for more information)

If you give $150 or more, either through the Friends campaign, the work-
place giving campaigns or both, you will be able to designate your donation
to one of our three core program areas—seniors, supervised visitation and
Jewish community services. A donation of $10 per pay period (26 pay periods
per year) will speak to the power of ten. Your support will enable us to con-
tinue to provide the cutting edge programs and services the community has
come to expect from us.

Our 150th Anniversary celebration has been a tremendous success. We have
two events left—a choral concert featuring Counterpoint, the premier vocal
ensemble from Vermont, that will perform Music to Remember: Songs of Jewish
Life from the Shtetl to the Resistance. Counterpoint will be joined by Albany Pro
Musica, our area’s superlative all-volunteer choir, at the Sunday, October 3rd

concert at The Egg (see page 1 for more information).

Our last 150th Anniversary event is our upcoming Gala at the Albany
Institute of History and Art on Saturday, November 6th. The evening promises
a wonderful combination of music, art, conversation and presentations as we
celebrate our 150 years of service and highlight the contributions of all of our
board presidents. Watch your mail for more details.

As we continue to celebrate through this High Holy Day season, I hope
this finds you well and that you and your family enjoy a sweet and healthy
new year.

L’Shanah Tovah,

Ian Arcus
President
Board of Directors
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We had a standing room only
audience for our 150th Anniversary
Celebration Afternoon of Jewish
Theatre on Sunday, September 12th

at the Arts Center of the Capital
Region’s Black
Box Theatre.
The show took 
a unique and 
personal look back
at the changing face
of our region’s Jewish
community through
theater, music, 
photography, 
and memorabilia.

The event
began at 
1 p.m. in the
lobby of the Arts Center of the
Capital Region with an exposition 
of photographs and personal
artifacts dating back to the 1830s
from the Rensselaer County Historical
Society that allowed attendees to view

the changes of 19th and 20th century
culture through the eyes of our

region’s Jewish community.
Theater-goers were then

treated to dramatic readings
from “
The Bintel

Brief,”
directed by

Eileen Schuyler.
The “Bintel

Brief” was an
advice column

that ran in the
landmark paper

The Jewish
Daily

Forward
from 1906

to 1970; the columns were 
collected into a book of the

same name by Isaac Metzker in
1990. The readings, never before 

performed in this area, illuminated the
Jewish experience, from the waves of
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Afternoon of Jewish Theatre Standing Room Only

immigration in the early 1900s to
the struggles for acceptance and
equality in later generations. Theater
Voices, one of the region’s pre-eminent
staged reading groups, is composed of
experienced actors Schuyler, Martin
Barr, Gil Spevack, Judy Spevack, and
Howard Schaffer.

The afternoon show concluded
with an exuberant, toe-tapping 
performance by local favorites the
Kleiner Klezmer Orchestra. The six-piece
Kleiner Klezmer Orchestra has been
entertaining the Capital District with
their wide selection of Eastern
European and Israeli music for over
fifteen years. Performing instrumental
dance music and Yiddish songs with
equal enthusiasm, their performance
ended this Afternoon with a bang! 

An Afternoon of Jewish Theater
was underwritten in part by the Louis
Weinberg Foundation, Cotton Hill
Studios and Congregation Berith
Sholom. 

“The students are always very
excited and apprehensive,” said Sharon
Rosenblum, M.S.W., C.S.W., one of
Jewish Family Services of Northeastern
New York’s certified social workers, and
social work liaison to the Hebrew
Academy of the Capital District (HACD).
“They seem to really look forward to
beginning this program.”

For the past three years,
Rosenblum has coordinated a program
in which sixth-grade students at HACD
visit the Daughters of Sarah Nursing
Center every other week. While there,
students visit and take part in activities
with residents.

Rosenblum began working as a
liaison to HACD four years ago, a
year after coming to JFS. She spends
approximately twenty hours a week
at the school, providing counseling
services and education sessions for
students and their families, as well 
as staff. She primarily works with
kindergarten through fifth-grade 
students. 

“I basically work with the teachers
to find out what their needs are, and
what the needs of the students are.
I’m there to support the students,
advocate for them, and teach them
skills that they’ll need as they grow,”
she continued.

“I work a lot with students who
are experiencing a change in family
status, whether that means a new
sibling, a divorce or a marriage,”

Rosenblum said. She facilitates a
support group for students called
Banana Splits, which gives children
from families experiencing divorce 
a chance to talk with their peers
about coping with the changes in
their lives.

Rosenblum reports that the 
program at the Daughters of Sarah
Nursing Center is growing and
improving with each passing year.
This year, the students involved with
the program will have the opportunity
to break up into small groups and
work with physical therapists at the

facility. The students will lead activities
for residents of each residential area,
periodically switching areas. The 
students will also spend the first fifteen
minutes of their time at Daughters of
Sarah with various staff members, such
as the director of rehabilitation thera-
py, or the director of food services, in
order to gain a greater appreciation for
the inter-relationship of services
offered at the facility.

“We work very hard to break
down any stereotypes that they may
have about the elderly and aging—
we don’t want them to leave with the
wrong impression,” Rosenblum 
continued. 

“The students are incredible. A lot
of the seventh-graders who were in
the program the previous year ask me
about the residents, wanting to know
how so-and-so is, or they’ll tell me to
say ‘hi’ to so-and-so. It’s wonderful to
see those connections being built
every year.”

JFS Social Worker Continues Work with HACD 
& Daughters of Sarah



As Jews, the power of ten is intrinsic to who we are. We can not hold services
without ten of us. We can not say kaddish for our loved ones without a minyan

of ten. We can not say we are a community without ten of us coming together
and making that statement.

With workplace giving campaigns soon underway, we have the ability to come
together as a community and to make our impact felt individually by designating

Jewish Family Services in your SEFA or United Way campaigns.
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PLEASE CONSIDER a pledge of at least $10/pay period
It’s a number that speaks volumes to who we are and what we can do. Your SEFA or United Way gift
enables JFS to  provide cutting-edge programs and services that our communities—both Jewish and
non-Jewish—would otherwise have to go without.

Our SEFA Number is 50-146 
United Way: You must write in Jewish Family Services in the designated giving section of your pledge form.

Please make sure you check off the box indicating you want us to be notified of your gift, otherwise
we won’t be told.

For more information about Jewish Family Services, visit our website at www.jfsneny.org or give us a call at 482-8856
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